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Police hit

out at 1ll

treatment

NICK CLARK

A DECORATED police-
man has hit out at his
treatiment by Tasmania
Police after diagnosis of
post-traumatic stress dis-
order.

Adam Pratley, a veteran
of 17 years with the force,
was terminated at Christ-
mas time because he was
no longer considered fit
for frontline duties.

Mr Pratley, 37, devel-
oped post-traumatic
stress disorder after three
life-threatening incidents
since joining the force as a
19-year-old.

In 1993, he was threaten-
ed with a shotgun at
Cataract Gorge in Laun-
ceston and developed the
disorder.

Despite the diagnosis by
Tasmania’s Police’s psy-
chologist, he was re-
turned to duty.

In 1994, he was shot at
and threatened in the Re-
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treat Hotel in Launceston
with a .22 rifle. The per-
petrator, Patrick Burling,
later shot Sgt Les Cooper
on the Midland Highway
and was jailed for 15 years
for attempted murder.

In 2007, his life was
threatened by a man with
a knife while he was on
duty at Lake Leake.

“My record speaks for
itself. I never once took a
backward step in the ex-
ecution of my duty and I
was formally commended
for my performance,” Mr
Pratley said.

In 2009, as a senior
constable, he was award-
ed for ethical and diligent
service by the Acting
Commissioner Darren
Hine.

Mr Pratley said no
follow-up or support had
ever been provided after
the incidents.

“The fact the police de-
partment acted negli-
gently in returning me to

the frontline after an in-
jury of which it was
aware, is a concern.”

Mr Pratley said the is-
sue of stress in the police
force was significant.

“l believe the com-
munity understands the
difficult work police do
and they'd expect police
officers are supported
when injured,” he said.

Police Association of
Tasmania secretary Ran-
dolph Wierenga said
members were deeply
concerned by moves to
“transition” officers who
had been deemed not cap-
able of being operational.

“Within the police de-
partment there are a
number of positions that
could be filled by people
who can’t undertake a full
range of duties, such as in
the radio room or in
intelligence roles.”

“There seems to be no
compassion for people in-
jured while on duty.”
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